I am grateful for the kind assistance of librarians at the British Library, the National Art Library at the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Huntington Library, the Folger Shakespeare Library, the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Research Collections, the Harry Ransom Center, the Garrick Club, and Harvard University's Hyde and Theatre Collections. Thanks to Queen's University's librarians, who support research in the eighteenth century by maintaining subscriptions to databases and journals in this field, by continuing to build our rare books collection, and by bringing the library into the classroom.
Thanks to my savvy research assistants Maya Bielinski, Elizabeth Brown, Katie Hunt and Emily Leach for their work on the databases and spreadsheets that made it possible to discern Garrick's degree of representation in the media. I am grateful to my Queen's colleagues, particularly Shelley King, John Pierce and F.P. Lock, with whom I've discussed various aspects of the book. Thanks also to April London, for timely advice; to Peter Walmsley, for continued support; and to Una D'Elia, for many conversations. Kate Brett at Cambridge University Press was a stalwart champion of this book, and she has my deep gratitude. Thanks to Eilidh Burrett for her help throughout the publishing process. Lisa DeBoer prepared the index. Thanks to Damian Love, copy-editor, and to Lisa Sinclair, content manager, for their assistance. I appreciate the generous comments and criticisms offered by the anonymous peer reviewers.
The best saved for last: my love and thanks to my family, and especially to Brian, Owen and Alec.
